Proud to Senve in Wenshit

November 22, 2020 November 29, 2020
Opening Prayer Charles Hall Joe Holloway
Song Leader Joe Burnsed Joe Burnsed
Communion Joe Burnsed Charles Hall
Assist Wade White Kenneth jenks
Assist Kenneth Jenks Wade White
Dismiss Services Wade White Barry Blackburn

Announcements

Calendar for November — on the table in the foyer|

Ladies’ Holiday Luncheon-December 12, 2020 at 12:00

noon. Please bring: a side dish, a friend, and a donation to

Safe Haven Women’s Shelter in Stateshoro.

Save Food Pantry Items, Cans, peanut butter

Bookmark our Facebook page. And add

EllabellChurchofChrist@hotmail.com to your contact list. Brother Paul

asksthatyousimplyemailhimanythingyouwanttoappearon the

Facebook page; pictures, announcements, etc.

CallList—Thereareformsonthebacktableifyouwanttobeadded to our

call list. Ifyou wanta call made, call me or text me and | will make the call

and schedule it. 912-667-0519

Prayer List—Thereisaformonthebacktabletoaddnamestothe prayer

list.
Worship Services Online—Gotoourwebsite and thereisalinkat the bottom.
Join us from anywhere in the world online. Subscribe to our You Tube
channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC50doHWTNUba_av5NgR_Vfg
Worship Zoom Meetings — add your email at you will get an email when
we have services
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Giving Thanks in Song

Kevin Cauley

Hebrews 13:15 “By him therefore let us offer the
SN sacrifice of praise to
God continually, that
is, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to
his name.”

The older I get, the
more I appreciate the
simple act of
thanksgiving. No
other verbal act has
the power of a timely and appropriate word of
thanks. Itis an act that can move us to the highest
realms of praise and at the same time an act that can
bring us to the lowest depths of humility. Itis an act
that helps us appreciate what we have and an act that
helps us recognize the want of others. Itis an act that
can convict us of the tiniest hypocrisy and an act that
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can bring us massive amounts of joy and
contentment. It is an act that spits in the face of
Satan and an act that embraces the wonders of God.
There are many ways in which we can be
thankful. Let
us consider in
this brief study
being thankful
in our
singing. Out of
all of the acts of
worship, in a lot
of ways, singing
can be the most

’ENTER HIS GATES

emotionally
PRAISE HIS satisfying. God
NAME. certainly knew

what He was
doing when he
incorporated
singing into His worship. One may experience great
sadness while singing or one may ride soaring waves
of joy. Given the great range of emotion possible in
song and the great range of attitudes engendered
through thankfulness, singing is the perfect act of
worship to couple with the attitude of thankfulness.

We have some great songs of thanksgiving in
our hymnals. The song “For the Beauty of the Earth”
is a song of thanksgiving. It poetically states in the
chorus, “Lord of all to thee we raise, this our sacrifice
of praise.” The sacrifice of praise as recorded in
Hebrews 13:15 is thankfulness.

“Count your blessings” is another song of
thankfulness. It is very difficult to look at all of the

PSALM 100:4

blessings that surround us on a daily basis and not be
thankful. Naming those blessings one by one calls us
to thankfulness for each and every one. It moves us to
consider the magnitude of detail for which we may be
thankful.

A more recent song of thankfulness simply
states: “Thank you Lord for loving me / and thank you
Lord for blessing me. / Thank you Lord for making
me whole / and saving my soul. / Thank you Lord for
loving me. / Thank you Lord for saving my
soul.” These very simple lyrics could not be more
profound for they convey in few words the essence of
what thankfulness entails: the expression of the
creature’s total and complete dependence upon the
Creator.

And we need to cultivate this attitude of
thankfulness as we sing praises to God whether we are
saying the words “Thank you” or not. One may
experience the thankful attitude—the attitude of
realizing our dependence upon God—in every song we
sing. Whether we sing “Praise Him, Praise Him,”
“Kneel at the cross,” “Whate’er You Do in Word or
Deed” or “Tis Midnight and On Olive’s Brow” we are
acknowledging dependence upon God. One cannot
truly realize this dependence and not offer a word of
thanksgiving.

The individual Christian does not have it within
his capacity to solve the problems of the nearly seven
billion people who live on the earth. Some are dying
even as we consider these words. Where we can act,
we must, but what can we do beyond our ability to
assuage the guilt and pain of those suffering both
physically and spiritually? Brethren, let us be
thankful (Colossians 3:15).



