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March 28, 2021 April 4, 2021
Opening Prayer Joe Holloway Sr Wade White
Song Leader Joe Burnsed Joe Burnsed
Communion Charles Hall Barry Blackburn
Assist Wade White Mike Reinitz
Dismiss Services Mike Reinitz Charles Hall

Announcements

Calendar for March — on the table in the fo

Super Sunday- TODAY|

Save Food Pantry Items, Cans, peanut butter
Bookmark our Facebook page. And add EllabellChurchofChrist@hotmail.com

to your contact list. Brother Paulasksthatyousimplyemailhimanythingyouwant

toappearon the Facebook page; pictures, announcements, etc.

CallList-Thereareformsonthebacktableifyouwanttobeadded toourcall list. If

youwantacall made, call meortextmeand | will make the call and schedule it.

912-667-0519

PrayerList-Thereisaformonthebacktabletoaddnamestothe prayer list.
Worship ServicesOnline—Gotoourwebsiteandthereisalinkat the bottom. Join us from
anywhere in the world online. Subscribe to our You Tube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC50doHWTNUba av5SNgR_Vfg
Worship Zoom Meetings — add your email and you will get an email when we
have services
https://www.ellabellchurchhome.org/worshipservicesonline.htmand
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Duty or Delight
Thom Vaught

"The place God calls you to is the place where your
deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
(Frederick Buechner)

We were recently touring a college campus and one of
the professors mentioned this quote in reference to
students finding their calling or vocation. The quote
struck me because of its two-fold message about our
service to God.

First is the message that our calling should bring us

_senve the ﬁgn your Cod gladness. During our
with joy a ncag of heart, . .
for the abundance of everything . quarantine famlly

devotionals, this idea
has come up several
times. We talked

» about how doing

| things merely out of a

| sense of duty is not
enough. What do we
do if our service to God
and others is no longer filled with joy? Often, we look

Deuteronomy 28:47
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inwardly when that happens and try to motivate
ourselves out of guilt and a sense of obligation. Although
this can help us get through a difficult patch, when we
find our motivation waning, it cannot see us through the
marathon of a life devoted to Christ. If we are going to
continue to serve out of joy, sometimes it may require us
to find another way to serve. There is no shame in this
because there are so many different ways, we can serve
our God. If you haven’t found a way to serve that gives
you joy or if you are struggling to find the joy in a service
you have been performing for years then look for a new
way to serve.

Second is the message that our calling is not self-
serving; where our joy
is the end goal. Our
Lord calls us to be like
Him in this life by
serving rather than
being served (Matthew
10:24-28). Just as
Christ addressed the
physical and spiritual
needs of the world in
the first century, we are called to address the needs of the
world in the twenty-first century.

Times and methods may change but this message
predates even the first century. As the writer of Psalm
100 noted to the children of Israel, they were to “Serve
the Lord with gladness.” So, it remains the same today
thousands of years later. What is so awesome about the
quote inspiring this is that by finding the intersection of
our joy and the world’s need we can serve God, fill a need
of the world and satisfy one of our great needs at the
same time. One of our great needs is a sense of purpose
in this world. What many never learn is that purpose

and meaning in this life come from serving others rather
than themselves.

Perhaps you have never found this intersection of
gladness and need, or maybe it is something you had but
have lost. Keep looking and do not lose hope because
there are innumerable good works for us to do to God’s
glory (Ephesians 2:10). It is great to know that purpose
in this life is not a question of duty versus delight because
we can have both.
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comes blessed praise riding colt Messiah Christ Savior Jerusalem Jesus  Hosanna
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